
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



IV.— ON THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE LEPTINEAN 
ORATIONS ATTRIBUTED TO ARISTEIDES. 

A little more than one century ago Morelli discovered, in the 
library at Venice, an oration, concerning which he says in his 
Prolegomena : Etsi vero inscriptione atque adeo auctoris nomine 
omnino careat Oratio, Aristidi tamen ut fidenter adjudicari possit, 
stilus potissimum fecit, Sophistae huic maxim e proprius, aliis vero 
scriptoribus prorsus alienus. This dictum was never questioned 
until 1841, when Foss (commentatio critica, qua probatur decla- 
mationes duas Leptineas . . . non esse ab Aristide scriptas, Alten- 
burg) declared that Morelli was wrong, which conclusion Dr. 
Schmid, in the second volume of his Atticismus 1 (in which he 
treats of Aristeides) accepts. The object of this paper is to prove 
that the oration in question (LIV, Dindorf) and its companion 
(LIII) were written by Aristeides. 

Dr. Schmid says (p. 52) that Aristeides has very carefully 
avoided the use of the perfect for the aorist, adding: "ich kann 
kein einziges Versehen in dieser Beziehung aus echten Reden 
anfiihren, und Foss hat vollkommen Recht, wenn er das h'aufige 
Vorkommen dieses Fehlers in den zwei leptineischen Reden als 
einen Beweis dafiir hervorhebt dass dieselben nicht von Aristides 
verfasst seien." But Schmid, in his endeavor to represent Aris- 
teides as conforming almost universally to the Attic norm, makes 
several statements which do not agree with the facts. For 
example, on p. 58 he says that constructions with on or as, where 
the infinitive ought to have been used, he has not found in the 
rhetorician. And yet fopl on occurs at least seven times : Dind. 
II 439. 503. 5o8, 509 (bis), 519. 521, and LIV 87.' 2 Although 
Aristeides succeeds tolerably well in his efforts to write like Plato, 
or Isokrates and Demosthenes, he varies more from the Attic 
norm than some of Schmid's assertions would lead us to suppose. 3 

It is true that the number of perfects in LIV is very large (191), 
but there are almost as many in the Leptinea of Demosthenes 
(155). I do not reckon, of course, the virtual presents. In the 

Stuttgart, 1889. 

2 In LIII and LIV I refer to Wolf's sections ; elsewhere to Dindorf 's pages. 

3 The preposition avv occurs 55 times (not counting such phrases as avv 
deolg) ; aeleveiv is construed with the dat., Dind. I 498 ; ftv for ov is very common. 
On ov for firj see below, p. 72. 
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orator 58 are finite verbs and 66 participles; in the rhetorician 

47 finite verbs and 71 participles. It is in the infinitive, then, that 
the discrepancy exists. The perf. inf. is rare in any construction 
in classic Greek, but we find in this oration of Demosthenes 31 
examples (two articular) ; in Aristeides there are 25 articular and 

48 non-articular. The companion speech contains 26 perf. infini- 
tives with the article. Is it not reasonable, then, to suppose that 
Aristeides, having observed the abundant use of the perfect in 
the original (which he had well in his mind's eye, as is attested 
by word, thought and expression on every page), employed it 
also, but "sowed with the whole sack"? What if he did not 
always comprehend the shade of meaning, e. g. the perfects in 
§§35 and 55 ? Neither did he comprehend the thought of the 
classic literature ; yet he is constantly busied with it. Nor does 
the fact that the number of aorists (indie, or equiv., and part.) in 
Demosthenes (297) greatly exceeds the number in Aristeides 
(171) affect the question. Even this discrepancy does not appear 
so great when we take into consideration the fact that the 
Leptinea of Demosthenes contains about 109 oti'xoi more than 
that of Aristeides, and, further, that if in the Teubner edition of the 
former we take out six pages 1 (there are about 35 oti'xoj to a page), 
which contain three-eighths of the whole (114), the number will 
be reduced to 183 — only twelve more than we find in Aristeides. 

That hiatus was avoided by the author of the orations we are 
discussing can be seen by the numerous examples of aphaeresis 
(e.g. LIV 42, 100, 102; LIII 55), many of which also occur 
throughout the works of Aristeides, although the latter says 
nothing about the avoidance of hiatus in his treatise on rhetoric. 
There are about 90 cases of hiatus in LIV ; but this number can 
be reduced at least one-half by elision and other means, showing 
that the text is in the same condition as in the undisputed works 
— "im Text des Aristides muss die Elision viel konsequenter 
durchgefiihrt werden" (Schmid, p. 253). 2 For the same reason 

1 §§41-48, 52-55, 68-74, 75-86, where the orator recounts the deeds of 
Epikerdes, the exiles from Corinth, Konon and Chabrias. In §§52-55 there 
are twenty-one in the compass of a single page. 

2 Schmid's remark, p. 257, that the choice between acrwip and nadaTrsp is, as 
a rule, determined by a regard for the avoidance of hiatus, can hardly be true. 
In six successive speeches I have noticed that aoirep appears fifty times, 
KaOdirep only three; Dind. I, p. 68, acrwep three times in five lines; p. 81, three 
in four lines ; p. 38, itadawep five times on one page. In classic Greek naOdivep 
has a legal coloring, but in the later language largely usurps the place of 
acirep. Its use in Aristeides is probably better explained on this basis. 
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we should not gain much, if we should make an investigation in 
regard to the observance of the rhythmical law. In 205 instances 
in LIV the law is disregarded — but one-fourth of these examples 
could be cancelled. In Demosthenes there are 43 cases, ten of 
which hardly count. 

To turn to the positive side. Even if Aristeides, in his, address 
to Capito (Dind. I 417), does not refer to these orations (LIV 
and LIII), we have sufficient internal evidence, I think, to show 
that he was the author. Before Schmid's book appeared, I had 
written, in my study of the Leptinean orations, this sentence : 
" Any one who has read Aristeides through can readily agree 
with Morelli." And one quality which stamps them as Aristeidean 
is their intolerable jejuneness. But granted that Aristeides is not 
the only author who can be dry, nevertheless, we find here ''nur 
ein hohles Phrasen-Gebaude," as Baumgart styles it, such as we 
discover in most of his works, the same imperfect knowledge of 
ideas and things, the same empty 'word-contest' as in his polemic 
against Plato's Gorgias, the same sophistic superficiality, rhetorical 
arbitrariness, vanity, and want of originality. It is as difficult for 
him to find admirers now as it was to secure pupils in his day. 
His empty lecture-room, although he would accept no remunera- 
tion for his instruction, became proverbial : 

Xalper Apicrreidov tov prjropos (7rTa pa&r)Tai, 
Te<T<rapes oi toiyoi Kal rpla oxnjreXia. 

That an attempt to write a speech which would be superior to 
Demosthenes' best efforts is in keeping with the character of 
Aristeides, we know from his own statements. 1 His attitude 
toward the gods is the same in the orations under discussion 2 as 
elsewhere. In the fifty-first oration he tells us that he neglects 
no opportunity to glorify his native city ; the same is true of the 
Leptinea in his character as an Athenian. In or. XLIX he 
asserts that for a good speech lightness and adroitness are 
requisite. In his rix" 1 ) this statement is repeated. Now, these 

1 Although Ar. disdains the /leHerai of the ordinary speakers (XLVII 768, 
297), yet the five Leuctrici, which Scaliger considered the very best of his 
productions, are just such TrMafiara. In LI he is informed by the deity that 
he is destined to be the first orator. Demosthenes is his idol. He is told 
that he surpasses Dem. (XXVI 507, 576), that Plato could not compete with 
him, and all this praise stimulates in him the desire to rival, if not excel, the 
greatest orator that ever lived. Cf. Dind., Proleg. Ill 739-41. 

' The gods are mentioned 39 times in LIV. 
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are two of the three chief characteristics which Blass ascribes to 
the Leptinea of Demosthenes. What would be more natural 
than that the intense vanity of the sophist should prompt him 
to select for imitation this ideal oration of his ideal author? 1 

Hyperbolical expressions are frequent in Aristeides, but are 
generally toned down by such phrases as el ofo'v re elirelv, &>s dneiv. 
Schmid cites eight cases of the former in eight orations, and I 
find eleven with Ins elwetp in LIV ; in another part of his works I 
count a dozen in twenty-five pages. And this leads me to speak 
of the endless repetitiops of words and phrases in immediate 
succession, which is so characteristic of all his orations. In the 
treatise n-tpl faTopiKijs, Dind. II 43, the repetition of <rroxa£«rdat is 
especially reprehensible. Examples might be multiplied. Simi- 
larly in our oration, §2, \6yov iroteio-dai, six times in six lines; §10, 
forms of agios nineteen times in fifteen lines ; §111, eS nouXv, seven 
times in eleven lines. In like manner such phrases as the follow- 
ing are done to death ; pApol to>p ndprap, pd\io~ra navTwv, bvotp ddrepop, 
iirapekdatpep de odev e£(fii]p.€P (Dind. I 65), indpeipi 5c odev egefirjv (I 77/> 

and in our oration, §85, 'aXX' eWo-e nd\iv iiravaiu. In five speeches, 
IX-XIII, embracing a little more than one hundred pages, onep 
e(f>i)i> is used seventeen times; in LIV it occurs six and in LIII 
nine times. Again, Aristeides is fond of lugging in words and 
whole phrases from the poets. Compare LIV 48 (row « io-opipovs, 

npd T€ opras, Kara to tiros), 75 {rvfXTTava Kal Kvfjxovas, to ttjs KafModias), 62 
(«at to k\€os avrrjs ofijror oXen-ai), 108 (Jp rtpfie yap *ap.povo~ip at 7roXXai 
ffdXetr, Kara Tqv TpaymBiap, map tis eoSkos Kal irpoBvpos £>p dpfjp prjdep 

(peptjTai tS>p kokiopcop n-Xeov) with the examples cited by Schmid, 
p. 295. So too with reminiscences of classic prose-writers, and 
in the use of proverbs and proverbial locutions. 2 The structure 
of the sentence in the orations in question is in accordance with 
the high style of the sophist. Periods are formed after the 
manner of Isokrates and Demosthenes, such as we find on nearly 
every page of XIII, XLV, XLVI and XXXIII-XXXVII. 

I am indebted to Schmid for some of the material in the 
following conspectus. 

1 Cf. Schmid, p. 10. 

2 Cf. LIII 12, 16, 20, 28, 39, 41, 47, 52, 54, 58, 60, with the examples cited 
by Schmid, pp. 263 and 297, and observe that the greatest number of proverbs 
occur in the oration of animated discussion (XLVI). 
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Only a glance at the above conspectus is necessary in order to 
perceive the resemblance which the orations in question bear to 
the first fifty-two orations of Aristeides. The proportions (where 
statistics are given) are sufficiently striking to indicate that they 
are not the result of mere chance. That these should be exactly 
the same for all phenomena is, of course, not to be expected. 

I said that oaths were not numerous in Aristeides, for although 
he uses vr) Am or vr) t6v Ala, according to Schmid, 80 times, this 
formula was used by Dionysios and the late Greek writers, not 
with the feeling that it was an oath, but merely by way of 
emphasis, and in connections where an oath would be ridiculous. 
This, or its use as a transition formula in the figure in-o<popd, may 
account for the preponderance of the phrase in Aristeides — wpos 
Aidr appears only twenty times, and other forms are rare. In 
LIV no oaths occur (except in vmxfiopa) ; in the companion speech 

a few; vr) Ala (23, 59)> °" M<* ^'<* (64) • °v P*vtoi pa Ala (66), pa tovs 

6eois (54, 58, 73), but note the formulae used. 

The examples of napovopaaia are striking. Compare dvopardrav 

Kai wpordriov (LIV 91) and eKireiTTioKOTas, iKireirokeiM&Kws (LIII 73) 
with oi8ev oSt€ evpr)Ka oir etpr/Ka (Dind. I 40°) an d r)Tv)(ei.s, paWov 8e 

ko\ qvTvxw (II 306) (this use of p.aX\ov is very common in all the 
orations). Somewhat similar is the juxtaposition of simple and 
compound, or derivative, forms. Compare 6V &v . . . diroSideiKrai, 

8e8eiKrai . . . (LIV 22) and evijv . . . TTpoar)v . . . rjv (109) with &taaav 
Ka\ Skbkktuc (V 60), tyvvHjav ical . . . pereyvcoaav (XLVI 3 2I )> A"? 
(ppovrjpari povov aWa Kai Kara(ppovr)paTi — cf. Thuk. 2, 62, 3 — (Dind. II 
5I6). 1 

In the three examples of napdXei^ns in LIV, the very words 
(<ria>7nB and e's) are used which are most frequently employed in 
the other speeches. The form is> (not edo-co) occurs ten times. 

"Auffallig ist der Gebrauch von ol," says Schmid, and cites: 

el 5' ovk av (pvyoiev rf}v alpetriv (XIII 286, 3 ( - , 4) > e * He\oirovvr)o~ioi ouk 

a7TOKV7j(TOVlTL (XXIX 568, 24) ,' el 8 OV jltTpLa eiTo'lOW (XXXIII 6O4, 

77), with eighteen other examples. Compare the following in 

LIV : el pev ovbzcriv aXXoir . . . e'vrjv (l6), elirep XrjTovpyelv pev ovk evi (23), 
el . . . \6yos ov8 elo-rio-ovv avTots rjv (37)' « • • • tovt(ov ov8ev el\ev avrovs 
(45), «... ovk aVijXXaKrai (5°)' *« /**" • • • oi irpocrelx^ o\a>s top vovv (76), 
el dp a£ios eo-Tiv dvrjp ovk dreXelas povov (103), el 8 ovk dveKTOv . . . tovt 

1 Cf. ev (j>povovvTuv . . . evtpfMUvovrov (XLIV 835), elaeodcu . . , ■nslaecBai (XLVI 
280), dpaavrepovc Kai rpaxvrspovf (393), vpaodt] re ml yydodr/ (XLVII 416), irpdg 
rove Keipevovc Ttj ir62.ee vopovg Kaivoropei, natvov^ Tiva$ . . . eiadywv (LIV 3), olf 
irpaTTeig, a Xiyw;, 'tXiyx^iQ (LIV 11), roaovrav Kai ti/Xikovtuv (LIV 13). 
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ijiSi; (112). I find oi and /«j both in the same construction in LIV 

37. 5 1 . 95. and XL 755. 280. 

Among the many Herodotean expressions taken up in later 
Greek is tovto pev . . . toOto Se. Aristeides uses it 39 times alto- 
gether, once in LIV (104) and twice in LIII (38, 53). 

The ratio of the number of occurrences of Kaddu-ep to that of 
wo-wep in LIV is 2 to 5, in LIII, 2 to 9. There are some seventy 
cases of Kaddnep in the other works of Aristeides, and about four 
times as many examples of Scra-ep. 

The number of verbal adjectives in our two speeches is to the 
whole number as 1 to 20 (4 examples in these, and 80 in all, one 
of the former being construed personally, and three in the 
remaining orations). 

In his desire to imitate Demosthenes, Aristeides in some 
matters goes beyond all bounds. This is the case with the 
articular infinitive. What complexes he uses with it can be seen 
in XXI, Dind. I 430, et passim, and in our orations on almost 
every page. 

In LIII there are 59 examples of adjectives in the first attrib- 
utive position with reference to the article, 82 of words and 
phrases of adjectival value, 6 of the second, and 3 of the third, all 
of the latter being in proper names, which hardly count. I have 
noticed only one case of the third position in the whole corpus 
of Aristeides, Dind. I 109, iwiOvplas rfjs roiavrrjs. The normal 
predominates. Hence in this regard, too, the Leptinean orations 
fall in line with the others. 

J. E. Harry. 



